
Sherman Park and Recreation Commission 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 

May 11, 2020 
 
 

Present: (all electronically)     Absent: 

Fran Frattini-Chairman       No one absent 

Karen Kellett 

Stan Greenbaum  

Kris Fazzone  

John Wrenn-Director  

T.J. Fazzone 

Rachel Booth 

Denise DePalma 

 

Guests: Shannon Setzler, Kathy Fazzone, and four or five additional members of the public 

 

Call to order: 

Chairman Fran Frattini called the May 11, 2020 Regular Meeting of the Park and Recreation Commission meeting to 

order at 7:15pm. Meeting was held online via ZOOM 

 

Pavilion and Facilities Applications 

There were no applications that needed to come before the Commission.  

 

Minutes from March 9, 2020 Regular Meeting: 

A motion to approve the minutes of the March 9, 2020 of the Sherman Park and Recreation Commission Regular Meeting 

was made by Denise DePalma, seconded by Rachel Booth and voted with all in favor. 

 

Public Comment: 

There was no public comment. 

 

Correspondence:  

1. Fran Frattini reported on recent meeting between BOS and Park and Recreation to discuss the issues pertaining to the 

boat launch, camp and dogs on town property. It was noted that each issue will be discussed later in the meeting. 

2. It was noted that the BOS was informed that Denise DePalma is the official representative of Park and Recreation 

Commission for the Dog Park Exploratory Subcommittee.  

 

Maintenance and Repair: 

1. John Wrenn noted that the pavilion at the town Park was in the process of being inspected by the state and that the 

water is being tested currently and results will be in a few weeks. Boat docks are in the water and all set. 

2. It was noted that the roof at the beach office cottage has moss growing on it and may need to be removed. It was noted 

that a product called “Wet It and Forget It” might safely take care of the moss within a few months. 

3. It was noted that if any playground equipment needed repair, now would be a good time to do so. Mr. Wrenn will check 

into this but anticipated no major repairs needed. 

 

Facility Report: 

Health and safety of residents during the pandemic was discussed as the Commission’s first priority when considering 

guidelines for use of facilities. Basketball courts have been closed however nature trails, walking track and tennis courts 

still open and available for use. The Commission will be making some recommendations to the BOS.  

 



The possible use of the Town Park beach was discussed, including health/safety for both residents and employees, social 

distancing, state guidelines, liability issues and practices by nearby towns were discussed. Options were discussed. 

 

Summer Camp possibilities and challenges were discussed, including health concerns, staffing, group size, social 

distancing, supervision, heightened job responsibilities, additional training, necessary hard-to-get supplies, rain plans, 

locations, registration options and projected participation levels. After a lengthy discussion it was determined that further 

exploration of this topic was needed after the May 15 mandated guidelines for camps was released by the State and 

reviewed by BOS and the Commission.  

 

It was suggested that gauging parents interest level in summer camp would be helpful. John Wrenn noted that his office 

had been getting many calls about Community Gardens, boat slips and kayaks but none about camps. A number of 

summer job applications have been received by Mr. Wrenn  

 

Shannon Setzler shared some strategies used at her childcare facility. Ms. Setzler noted that there was a possibility the 

state might help with allocation of needed supplies like masks and cleaning materials. She also offered to create a Survey 

Monkey to help determine who is interested in summer programs and their concerns. Mrs. Frattini and Mr. Wrenn will 

collaborate on the wording and thanked Ms. Setzler for her offer.  

 

Budget issues were discussed and it was noted that since camp is a budgeted item that if it were to run and not break even 

it would be understandable given the current pandemic. It will be determined, given the May 15 guidelines, if camp could 

be run safely. Swim lessons were also discussed with similar concerns to camp.  

 

Use of the beach was discussed, including health and safety issues related to Covid-19, staffing, decisions in other lake 

towns, impending state guidelines, social distancing, capacity issues and parking. Options for changes to process for 

obtaining beach passes was discussed. Signage was discussed, including signs related to new Covid-19 procedures, no 

dogs on beach, pandemic signs for trails and the BOS role in signage issues. A variety of Covid-19 related issues were 

discussed including employee testing, individual protection equipment for staff, the weekly changes to guidelines and 

preparedness for possible cases occurring during programs. 

 

Garden plots were discussed in relation to an uptick in interest. Additional garden plots are available and present location 

of Community Garden could be expanded.  

 

Possible hiring of guards to monitor boat launch area and Veterans Field was discussed. It was 

noted that according to the official ordinance it is technically necessary for a person to have a park pass to use any of the 

Park and Recreation fields and parks. This ordinance may need to be enforced for residents and non-residents as well. 

Possibly placing a guard at the fork in the road to beach and boat launch was discussed, as was locking boat ramp area at 

certain times. It was noted that there are no boat slips available since all slips have been rented. The relatively recent 

expansion of the boat docks was reviewed. Monitoring boat ramp usage was discussed. 

 

Meeting again this month after state guidelines for summer programs are released and reviewed by BOS was discussed. 

Fran Frattini asked all Commission members to review the May 15 guidelines for the state and email their comments to 

John Wrenn no later than May 21. Mr. Wrenn will then have updated input for BOS meeting on May 22. 

 

Old Business/New Business: 

a. There was no update on Exploratory Dog Park Committee. Denise DePalma hopes to organize a meeting soon. 

b. It was suggested that perhaps a few picnic tables could be moved out from under the pavilion at Town Park and placed 

at least 6 feet apart on lawn for social distance visiting.  
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c. 2020-21 budget was passed by the Town with one reduction in a line for a part time maintenance person for Park and 

Recreation. This was likely due to a reduction in the number of months that was initially requested by the department for 

the maintenance position. Funds for work to Upper Veterans Field had been approved as requested in the Capital Budget. 

There was another reduction but the Commission was unsure of what was cut, Mr. Wrenn will check on this. 

d. There was a discussion about many complaints concerning dogs on town property not being cleaned up after. It was 

noted that there is a dog waste bag dispenser and a waste bin provided at Veterans Field, for example, and still some dog 

waste is left on the field or flung into the woods in the bag. Options for remediation of this problem were discussed 

including the possible need to hire a guard to enforce the policies that require visitors to clean up after their dogs and keep 

their dogs on a leash. The possibility of banning dogs from town property was discussed. BOS involvement in the 

decisions was discussed. 

 

Director's Report: 

a. Mr. Wrenn described the checking account report, with very little activity since his last report in March with only one 

deposit, and one check written. 

b. ASP had been holding its own while it was in session and the consensus was to continue the program in the fall.  

c. New programs will be discussed after state guidelines for reopening summer programs is released and reviewed. 

Anyone with ideas for new programs, however, can develop a proposal and send to John Wrenn. 

 

Kathy Fazzone inquired about beach passes and the possibility of charging non-residents. There was a discussion which 

included a review of the Greenwich decision as well as exploring options for alternate beach pass fees for both residents 

and non-residents. Currently there is no charge for beach passes. Mr. Wrenn will look into what some other Connecticut 

towns are doing. 

 

Kris Fazzone made a motion to adjourn the May 11, 2020 Park and Recreation Regular meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Denise DePalma and passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 8:51pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Karen Kellett 

Park and Recreation Secretary 

 

 

Mary Jo Dix 

Recording Secretary  
 
 
 
The next scheduled regular meeting of the Park and Recreation Commission is Monday, June 8, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

These minutes are not considered final until they have been approved 

at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Pakr and Recreation Commission. 
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